
THE CHINESE CHARACTER 衣, 
meaning clothes, comes from a 
simple drawing of a shirt. It looks like 
a collar over two sleeves. 

In traditional Chinese clothing, the two 
sides of a shirt fold over each other in 
the front. First you take the right side 
and fold it to the left. Then you take the 
left side, and fold it over to the right. 
Then you tie it down on the right. 

One reason for doing this was that 
if you have to carry a sword, and 
you are right-handed, then 
you carry your sword on your 
left hip. If you tied your 
shirt on the left, the same 
side as your sword, what 
might happen? When 
you pulled out your 
sword you might end up 
undressing yourself!

Yī is easy to say. Just say the “ea” in “easy.” 

Do you think you have heard yī before?  
Yī also means “one” in Chinese. So now you can count to one! 

One is also super easy to write. It’s just one line: 一

“easy” = 衣SPEAK IT
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ANCIENT SAYING
There’s a Chinese saying for something  

that is just perfectly perfect. 

“Heavenly clothes have no seams.”
天衣無縫

tiān yī wú fèng

That means the clothes in the heavens are  
so perfect, they don’t even have any seams!

Do you recognize the yī?

yī   CLOTHES衣

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE
Some Chinese words look alike. Which one is 衣?

八 似

衣 哀

六 衣

良 衷

衰 农

以 哀
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